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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
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patentdept@gen-probe.com 
kelleec@gen-probe.com 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) Bradley L Sisson . 



(3) 



(2) Charles B. Cappellari. Reg No. 40.937 . 



(4) 



Date of Interview: 08 January 2008 . 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: !)□ applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)^ Yes e)D No. 

If Yes, brief description: Draft amendment presenting proposed new dims 62-68; copy attached hereto . 

Claim(s) discussed: draft claims 62-68 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: WO 91/08480 (Pontius) . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)K was not reached. h)D N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 
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r.He 6T Code of Federal Regulation* (OPR) § 1 .138 Interviews ^ 

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based eaclustcet|r on the wtttten record In the Office If that record to 

requirements for whloh Interview .ecordaUonsrthemtse provided for tn s ^»^X.Vo^ ^Vdatlenprobedures below Where 

out typogrenhlcal errors or unreadable script In Office actions °- the hke. are s ex «« aeQ ™ m Summaiy Reoold | S requtoed. 

sSnoe ot an Interview Is completely recorded In en E ramlnere .^ e " d n m a ^L "JSXttSw* hand portion of the file, end listed on the 
su e m e interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No,pW «n» "On p or ag(jnt) at tne 

The Form provides for recordation of the following Information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Oate of Interview 

- Type of Interview (telephonic, vldeo^conference, or personal) Dersonne | etc.) 

- Name of partlol P ant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, P 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An Identification of the specific prior art discussed nanm \ nature of the agreement (may be by 
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ettachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being aliowaoie). a 

substance of the Interview. 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: In response to the draft claims presented for discussion, Mr. Sisson 
expressed concern over the claims fairly encompassing the use of a wash buffer so to remove non-hybridized probe as 
well as any other reagent present in a hybridization buffer where one member of a target/probe complex is immobilized 
on a solid support (e.g., nylon or nitrocellulose membrane) as has been practiced for some decades and is known as a 
Southern blot. Mr. Sisson noted that the prior art fairly teaches use of a polycationic polymer (e.g., poly-lysine, 
polycationic detergents, as well as polycationic binding proteins; Pontius). 

Mr. Capellari indicated that he would consider further amending the claims so as to recite that the assay is a 
"homogeneous" assay, and as such, the probe is not washed away. Mr. Capellari indicated that support for 
homogeneous assay can be found at pages 35-36 of the specification. 
Mr. Sisson indicated that he would consider claims drawn to such an embodiment . 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

The information contained in this transmission is privileged and confidential. It is intended only 
for the use of the individual or entity named below. If the reader of this message is not the 
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. 

If you have received this communication in error, please notify Gen-Probe immediately by 
telephone and return the original message to us at the below-indicated address via regular U.S. 
mail. Thank yon. 



PROM: 



Charles B, Cappellari 
Gen-Probe Incorporated 
10210 Genetic Center Drive 
San Diego, California 92121 
Phone No. (858)410-8927 
Facsimile No. (858) 410-8928 
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In re Patent Application of; 



MICHAEL M. BECKER 



Serial No. 10/020,596 

Filed: December 7, 200 1 

Title: METHOD FOR 

ENHANCING THE ASSOCIATION ) 
RATES OF POLYNUCLEOTIDES ) 



Group Ait Unit: 1634 
Examiner; Sisson, B, 
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Atty. Docket No. GP123-02.UT 
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The attached claims arc presented for discussion purposes only - NOT FOR ENTRY. 
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Proposed Amendments to the Claims for Serial No. 1 0/02(1-596 - NOT FOR ENTRY 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-61 (Canceled) 

62. (New) In a method of detecting in a sample a hybridization complex formed between 
a labeled polynucleotide probe and a target nucleic acid in the presence of a polycationic polymer 
provided to the sample in an amount sufficient to increase the rate at which the complex is formed, 
the improvement comprising providing to the sample a dissociating reagent in an amount sufficient 
to dissociate the polymer from the complex after the probe and the target nucleic acid have had 
sufficient time to associate in the sample, and detecting the complex after the dissociating reagent 
has been provided to the sample. 

63. (New) The method of claim 62, wherein the probe and the polymer are in solution 
during the formation of the complex. 

64. (New) The method of claim 62, wherein the polymer is provided to the sample before 
the probe. 

65 . (New) The method of claim 62, wherein the probe and the polymer are independently 
provided to the sample. 

66. (New) The method of claim 62, wherein the dissociating reagent is at least one of a 
polyanion or an anionic detergent. 

67. (New) The method of claim 66, wherein the dissociating reagent is an anionic 
detergent. 

68. (New) The method of claim 67, wherein the anionic detergent is lithium lauryl sulfate. 



PAGE 2/2 1 RCVD AT 12/31/2007 12:00:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/0 1 DNIS:2730751 * CSID: 1 8584108928 * DURATION (mm-ss):00-50 



